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Parents and players often ask, why do we want to play for the Knoxville Explosion?  Here are
the top 10 reasons to join the Knoxville Explosion Fast Pitch Softball Organization David
Letterman Style!

    
    1. Commitment to the fundamentals.  Our coaches are hand-picked due to their extensive
knowledge of the game.  Many have not only coached travel softball for an extended period of
time but many of them are former players giving them key insight into the strategy of the game! 
 
    2. Reputation.  The Knoxville Explosion Organization has an excellent reputation with many
coaches, organizations, sanctioning bodies, players, parents and umpires.  We have a
reputation of turning out well-coached teams that compete but are also great kids off of the field.
 
    3. Coaches.  There are many excellent fast pitch softball coaches throughout the various
age groups in the Knoxville softball communities.  We are blessed to have excellent coaches
that understand the game, are certified Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA) double goal coaches
who are volunteer coaches.  Off of the field, our coaches are doctors, lawyers, CEOs, firemen,
policemen, environmental professionals, lawyers, business owners, high school sport coaches
and a hundred other professions, meaning your player will learn responsibility and how to act
from leaders in our very own community!   
    4. Low Player Turn Over.  We enjoy an astounding 90% player retention rate across the
organization!  While not for everyone, our organization is run like a family with family values!
 
    5. Training.  The Knoxville Explosion Player Development Program is a one of a kind
program that focuses on all of the fundamental areas of game play, especially mental
development.  This includes situational game awareness.  This is extremely important in the
proper development of players!  We also have a physical training program with Johnny Long
Training Academy so our players develop quickness and strength as they mature.
 
    6. Technology.  We utilize the latest in softball training technology whether it be batting and
fielding tools to use of video equipment and computer statistical analysis.  This analysis is
extremely important to identify flaws in player mechanics!   
    7. Production.  We measure success by the development of each player.  Players are
better after they have completed our program than when we first encountered them.  The
results on the field are also impressive, our teams have posted 21 Tennessee State
Championships in ISA, ASA, SEAA in the 8u, 10u, 12u, 14u, 16u and 18u age groups from
2011-2019.  We have won back to back SEAA 10u and 8u World Series titles and recently the
18u and 12u ISA World Series in 2019.  In addition, our teams have also performed well out of
state winning several tournaments in Spartanburg, SC, finishing runner-up in the 2014 14u
USA/ASA Alabama Heartland Elite Showcase, runner-up in the 12u NSA Historic Triangle
Battle in Williamsburg VA, runner-up in the 12 u USSSA Gold North Florida State Championship
in Jacksonville, FL, in addition to a slew of East Tennessee Regional Championships!
 
    8. Academic Excellence.  The Knoxville Explosion prides itself on upholding the academic

 1 / 2



Why the Knoxville Explosion: 10 Great Reasons

Written by Joe Birchfield
Thursday, 25 July 2013 20:52 - Last Updated Wednesday, 17 July 2019 12:12

excellence within its organization.  We expect our players to all be honor roll students and have
an academic incentive and recognition program for our players.   
    9. Community Service.  Understanding how blessed we actually are, The Knoxville
Explosion undertakes a variety of community service projects to help those in the community
less fortunate than us.  The players actively participate in the community service projects that
have included, but not been limited to hosting Christmas at the Smokey Mountain Children’s
Home and Locks of Love Hair Donation Drives.   
    10. Stability.  We are the largest Fastpitch softball organization in Knoxville and are
continuing to experience explosive growth.  The advantage that this affords our players is that
they have the option to remain within the organization if they are an older or younger player
playing on the various Explosion teams.  So worry not, your player will have every opportunity to
stay with the organization without the worry of “what will we do next year” late season blues! 
Also many startup teams form and breakup within 8 months of forming, its a fact.  Established in
2005, our organization has steadily formed a solid, stable foundation to support our teams and
develop future teams.  So, when considering a new home for your player, consider this
important point.....will the team you are considering still be around next season or 5 years from
now.   
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